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mountains, Kebnekaise (almost 7000 feet high), and there also
stands one of the most important power houses of Europe. It is
situated well within the Polar Circle, but since electricity seems to
be indifferent about geographical latitudes, this station is able to
run both the railways and the machinery of the surface mines at a
very small cost.
The southern part of Sweden, which got a little of that soil
scraped off by the glaciers of the north, is of course the most
fertile part of the entire Scandinavian peninsula and therefore the
most densely populated. It has a great many lakes. As a matter
of fact, Sweden, next to Finland, is the * lakiest' country in the
world; 14,000 square miles of it are covered with water. By con-
necting these lakes with canals, the Swedes have provided that
whole part of their country with cheap means of communication,
which greatly benefits not only the industrial centres like
Norrkoping but also the harbours, of which Gothenburg and
Malmo are the most important.
There are countries in which Man has submitted to the dictates
of Nature until he has become her abject slave, and there arc
countries where Man has destroyed Nature so completely that he
has lost all touch with that great living mother who for ever must
remain the beginning and the end of all things. And finally there
are those where Man and Nature have learned to understand and
appreciate each other and have agreed to compromise for their
mutual benefit. If you want an example of the last named, go
north, young man, and visit the three Scandinavian nations.